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	Investment Category: Recreation Sites and Trails

	Investment Category Contact: Bill Marshall

	Amount Requested: $1.250M 

	Business rationale:
Operational base funding ($2M/yr) and Forest Investment Account funding (historically $0.75M/yr) for managing the Province’s 1319 recreation sites and 818 trails was cut in 2009/10 and 10/11 respectively. The ministry was able to leverage funds ($2.0M) from the Ministry of Community and Rural Development - Community Development Trust, Job Opportunities Program (JOP) to hire displaced resource workers to keep recreation sites and trails open in 2009/10 and 2010/11. The JOP ended March 2011.
Recently, the ministry established 3 portions of the Spirit of 2010 Trail, a network of former rail corridors that have been converted to recreation trails, as FRPA recreation trails. They include the Kettle Valley Trail (420 km), the Columbia and Western Trail (160 km) and the Slocan Valley Trail (50 km). There is currently no funding identified for managing these trails in 2011/12. 
 A Treasury Board submission, prepared in the fall of 2010 to secure base funding to manage recreation sites and trails including the Spirit of 2010 Trails, is on hold waiting for the opportunity to be submitted.  
Demand for recreation sites and trails continues to increase from a broad range of user groups, rural communities and local governments. The 2011 camping season is quickly approaching - starting  Easter weekend in the snow-free parts of the Province. Funding is required to ensure that recreation sites and trails are kept open and maintained for public use in order to provide economic, social, health and environmental benefits to families, the public, communities and the province.
Without funding to maintain recreation sites and trails the following will result:
1. Deterioration of the Province’s significant ($120M+) investment in recreation sites and trail infrastructure
2. Escalation of serious public safety and health hazards (hazard trees, unmaintained trestles & toilets)
3. Closure of recreation sites and trails (450 sites and 75 trails annually over the next 4 years)
4. Increased Liability to the Province (no resources to physically close)
5. Loss of innovative programs that reduce the Province’s costs by more than $2.5M (partnership agreements, user fees and volunteer programs)
6. Loss of outdoor recreation facilities that promote healthy and active lifestyles for families   
7. Economic loss to communities and the Province
Recreation sites and trails are a vital component of the Province’s tourism infrastructure and play an important role in growing the domestic tourism sector and providing economic opportunities for many rural communities. The 2009/10 State of the Forests Report for BC estimated expenditures of recreation users in parks and other Crown forest land to be $4.0 billion per year, with two-thirds being spent on trip expenses and one-third on equipment.. Furthermore, it is estimated these recreation users contribute $2.2 billion to BC’s gross domestic product, employment income that supports nearly 45,000 direct jobs and about $0.4 billion in provincial tax revenue each year.
It is conservatively estimated that the Spirit of 2010 Trails will generate in excess of $10 M per year in tourism revenues to benefit nearly 30 rural communities along the trail.







	Amount Allocated (to be filled out by FPIB):

	Allocation Rationale (to be filled out by FPIB):
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